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Daniel

Approaching the End (11:38-45)

Continuing The angel is still giving a prophetic description of a coming enemy of God
prophetic and of Israel. When he came he turned out to be Antiochus Epiphanes. He

would have no regard for the gods of his ancestors, says the angel.
*nstead of them, he will honour a god of fortresses.” The next phrases

description of

e eolnlinig] explain the meaning of this line. ‘To this god which his fathers never gave
SEIVACREIR any recognition he will give honour with gold and silver, with precious stones
« Antiochus and costly gifts. **He will take action against the strongholds of\fortresses
Epiphanes — with the help of a strange god.” Verses 38b—39a explai e 38a.
made a deity out Antiochus made a deity out of war. He worshippedowar ’ it of
of war and ruled pouring his energy and wealth into demolishing fortres s‘would
by manipulation be totally irreligious. His only god was war! He [ od. He

and corruption turned war into a god in the way in which h uringyhis god by
dedicating to war all the wealth that he had.

which he loved so much when he destroyed fortresses. His ‘strange god’ is
not any ordinary deity worshipped by hisfaorefdathers. It was his.weird love of

violence and his seeing himself as" Ged~manifest’ (‘Epiph ans ‘deity

manifested’). Not only did ' his ruled by

manipulation and corruptio j edge he will

r\tma eople and will

A change of 3 know of Antiochus.
direction at i t at Daniel 11:40. Most

verse 40

“The time of the WArE NE ed as referring to Antiochus)
end” — the distant [ S that a change comes after verse
future — another tichrist™ or from facts about
step forward to \ntiochus (a common view among the more
the fourth view is that the predictions concerning
kingdom w there comes a further reference to ‘the time
mentioned in 's viewpoint) means ‘in the distant future’. The
chapters 2 and 7 Rdand “king of the north’ come back in again. These
ibsed in Daniel 11 to refer to different kings. They are

N
far has only concerned the third kingdom — the Greek empire. But there
were four kingdoms in Daniel 2 and Daniel 7. We may expect the story to go
further than the days of Antiochus.

e Conflict to the ““Then at the time of the end the king of the south will push against him in
areas to the north  battle, and the king of the north will come against him like a storm with
and south of Israel chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will invade many countries
— Egypt and and sweep through them like a flood.” The words ‘at the time of the end’
Rome suggest that we are taking a step forward further into the future. Reference
to the kings of the north and the south suggests that once again we are
looking at the conflict between areas to the north and south of Israel. In
Daniel 8:17, 21, the third empire has to come to an end before ‘the time of
the end’ can come and God’'s kingdom be established. ‘The king of the
south’ must (in the light of previous references) refer to Egypt. The ‘him’
must (in the light of the last nineteen verses) refer to Antiochus or any king
of Syria. Who is ‘a king of the north’? He is unidentified of course. Daniel
simply was told that some northern foe would come against the Syrians. But
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* Greek actually the next stage on in the history of Israel involved the Roman
domination ends invasions of Syria and Israel. At the time of the last of the Seleucids (whose

giving way to name was Antiochus Asiaticus) the Roman general Pompey attacked Syria
Rome. and the Seleucids came to an end. Pompey then captured Jerusalem. The

Greek domination over Israel was finished; Roman domination began. The
e Many lands angel said, “L'He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall,
came under but Edom, Moab and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from his hand.’
Roman rule Many lands came under Roman rule, but Edom, Moab and Ammon were left
including Egypt independent. Pompey commenced a conflict against them but did not finish

it. Of this ‘king of the north’ it is said: “*He will extend his power over many
countries; Egypt will not escape. **He will gain control of the treasures of
gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans
submission.” Eventually powerful Egypt also became a Roman\province (in
27 BC). The Libyans and Nubians were nearby to the south a mained

submissive to Rome. S
e But the Roman Then this ‘king of the north’ received alarming news. 2<hén (ts from
Empire will end the east and the north will alarm him, and he wi tQuME i rage to
just as all the destroy and annihilate many.” Shortly before C the\Parthjans in the
previous empires  north-east became a threat to Rome and in that y Po y's colleague,
came to an end Crassus, set out to destroy them. “>*He willpitch his royal tenfs between the

e way Crassus’stopped in Israel.
ere he stole
as all the
id? “**Yet he

The four
kingdoms
must give way

7. Babylonians, Persians,
went through periods when
without crushing the people of
le of God will survive despite the
beastly empires will rise, say the
gl's prophecy. But then there must come
The Son of Man will come to the

to a different
kind of
kingdom
altogether

e The Son of Man
— on the clouds of

heaven comes to
the Father...
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